





JOURNAL 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


for 


SEPTEMBER, 1933 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 


EDITORIAL NOTES: The Progress of Metapsychic Science... ee ne 253 


PRESENT STATUS OF PSYCHIC RESEARCH AND SPIR- 
Fe EE II oo scsidaciennccnnhetteineatipicenaenanen eae 254 


THE INSPIRATION OF GLASTONBURY: With Script by Mrs. 
Bh Sh SU TE i eieectstvstccctncicerorcate Seinen 258 


PSYCHE, THE IMMORTAL, (Part IV.): The Mechanism of Con- 


sciousness. Samuel EF. Arndersorterccccccocccsscssssecsccsssssssssssscesscsssssssscssssssssssssesessecsessees 263 


THE SUMMATION OF A GREAT LIFE-'WORK: A Review & 
Appreciation of Sir O. Lodge’s “My Philosophy.” Stanley de 
Brath 


SONTINENTAL NOTES: (a) Révue Métapsychique Jan.-Feb. 1933. 


(b) Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie Oct.-Nov. 1932. Dr. Gerda 
Walther 276 


TORO ORO e ee ER ee Eee EEE Ee EEE ES ESEEHE SHEET SEES ESTES EEEEE EHTS EEEEE SEE ESEEESESEESEOSESETEREEEEE ESSE HEE EE EEE EEE EE SES EEESHEEESH SHES OESEES OOS 











PrIvILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE New York SECTION 


The Executive Secretary desires to advise readers of the JourNat that 
Membership in the A. S. P. R. only does not entitle any one to take part in 
the activities of the Section. In order to do so, they must become members 
of the Section also. This they can do on payment of a further subscription 
of Ten Dollars ($10) per annum. They will then be qualified to attend 
Sectional Lectures and Development Classes, and to arrange for sittings 
with mediums employed by the Section or under its auspices at Hyslop 
House. 


Alternatively, persons wishing to join through the Section can do so 
by paying a total subscription of Fifteen Dollars annually of which a part 
amounting to Five Dollars is paid over to the A. S. P. R. and secures its 
privileges of the monthly JourNAL. 











it 
in 
rs 


1d 
gS 
op 


rt 
its 





JOURNAL 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


The responsibility for statements, whether of fact or opinion, in the JOURNAL rests entirely 
with the writer thereof. Where for good reason the writer’s name is withheld, it is preserved on 
file, and is that of a person apparently trustworthy. 








Vol. XXVII, No. 9; September, 1933 





EDITORIAL NOTES 


THE PROGRESS OF METAPSYCHIC SCIENCE 


Signs are increasing that Psychical Research is at last coming into its 
own as a recognized branch of official science. In the instalment of Con- 
tinental Notes furnished this month by Dr. Gerda Walther will be found 
a note of outstanding interest on the work of Dr. P. A. Dietz who, as first 
official Lecturer on psychical research, has written a treatise on the long 
controversial period through which the subject has passed. His appoint- 
ment by the University of Leyden dates back to October of last year. Pre- 
viously, the University had only given a tentative recognition to the subject 
in allowing a course of lectures by Dr. Tenhaeff. Readers are referred to 
the “Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie” for the full record, in the issue for 
Oct.Nov. 1932. We have little doubt that other European Universities 
will follow suit and trust that we may hear ere long of a commencement of 
official interest in American Universities, some of which have been giving 
quiet attention to psychical and metapsychical subjects for some time past. 

+ * *# * * 


In this connection the attention of our readers may be invited to the 
paper contributed by the Editor to the World’s Spiritualist Conference to 
be held at Chicago next month, and reprinted in this Journat with the 
consent of the Publications Committee of the A.S.P.R., on the Present 
Status of Psychical Research and Spiritualism. In our opinion, the inclu- 
sion of metapsychical enquiry—or, as our European friends would term it 
‘parapsychical’,—will soon be found to exercise a strong co-ordinating in- 
fluence upon the kindred studies of psychology and will tend towards a radi- 
cal alteration both of method and of working hypotheses where these ar2 
concerned and eventually to a fundamental change in the basic theories on 
which present psychological research is framed. A new factor is entering 
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the field of study and much that has hitherto guided research will inevitably 
have to be discarded. Theorists of the older school will be disconcerted. 
Happy are those who will find themselves able to shake off the rigidly 
formed views and preconceptions of the former time and to enlarge their 
horizon to take in that vast tract of obscure realities which lie on the bor- 
derland between material or physical science on the one hand and the meta- 
physical world, hitherto regarded as illusory by those who have approached 
truth from the physical side alone. 
* * * *k * 

The elevation of Metapsychics into the status of a recognized science 
will not be without its lesson also for the great number of those who, like 
the religious and those to whom an idealist philosophy has had the stronger 
appeal, have hitherto disdained to give attention to the physical side of 
things. In learning to link their mental world with the physical order of 
reality and its concepts, they will inevitably be the gainers, since they will 
find they have gained substance for many metaphysical abstractions and 
thus enlarged and strengthened their comprehension of realities of the ex- 


ternal order. 
* * * * * 


THE PRESENT STATUS OF 
PSYCHIC RESEARCH AND SPIRITUALISM 


By Freperick Buc Bonp, F.R.I.B.A. 


Editor of the Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 
x oe * * x 

As one who has been intimately associated with the work of Psychical 
Research and a student of Spiritualism for upwards of thirty years, I have 
had ample opportunity to observe the growth and development of the two 
related activities and to compare the now world-wide movement which finds 
expression under these heads with the former manifestations of a kindred 
nature of which history tells us. I feel glad therefore to embrace the oppor- 
tunity afforded me by the invitation of your President and Council to sub- 
mit some views on the present status and the future outlook of this great 
movement and to offer the results of a philosophic scrutiny of the same. 

People were much in the habit, for many years after the great war, of 
remarking that the large increase of interest in the question of survival and 
intercommunion between the living and the dead was only a natural after- 
math of that great tragedy and that it would in course of time die down and 
leave us much as we were. With this view I cannot at all agree; and I 
venture to think that a study of the history of modern spiritualism would 
inevitably show these superficial observers the entire fallacy of their surmise. 
Throughout the past historical periods the twin threads of human interest 
in the after-life have at all times revealed themselves as active agents -in 
man’s search for knowledge. These twin threads are, first, the mystical or 
subjective, leading to the increase of man’s knowledge and control of his 
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own psychic and spiritual being—the fulfilling of the admonition of the 
ancient philosophers “GNOTHEI SEAUTON”—*“Know Thyself”; and 
the other contrasted line of enquiry, the desire for knowledge of the phe- 
nomenal side of the problem of survival and the intercourse between the 
dead and the living. 


These two aspects of the question are necessarily related, but in prac 
tice so opposed that they form a perpetual barrier of division between the 
mystic and the phenomenalist. The one attracts those in whom Intuition 
and its faculties are developed: the other offers fascination to the greater 
section of humanity in whom the need of a sign or symbol is paramount, 
since they cannot rise to the level of immaterial Idea, or be satisfied with 
what seems to them a cold abstraction. 


Throughout the long eras of priestly rule, Religion has inevitably 
claimed authority over all questions relating to man’s intercourse with the 
Beyond. All spontaneous manifestations of that psychical and spiritual 
urge which periodically influences men and women have been most jealously 
shepherded by the churches. During the mediaeval era, this ecclesiastical con- 
trol asserted itself the more strongly as it felt its foundations weakening in 
the dawn of intellectual and spiritual liberty. In the nineteenth century it 
finally lost its hold: but it left a curious aftermath in a taboo of “impro- 
priety” which has held until now and still maintains among the clergy and 


laity who adhere to the conservative or official lines of religious thought and 
conduct. 


The contest is, however, only one phase of a much more universal 
struggle of principles. It is nothing less than the affirmation of the demo 
cratic principle against the old standards of authority—the right of every 
man and woman to think for themselves and to possess a personal freedom 
to enquire, to experiment, and to judge in all questions bearing upon the 
constitution of their own souls and the relation of the soul of each to God, 
to Nature, and to its fellows whether here or beyond the veil. Never until 
now has the whole race been subjected to education and compelled to think 
and feel and act, each one for himself. Hence whether we regard re- 
ligion, science, art, or philosophy, the same holds good. In all these activi- 
ties the era of authority is nearing its end the era of personal freedom and 
individual judgment is dawning. We have seen a scientific orthodoxy suc- 
ceeding the rule of the Churches and we have witnessed its efforts to con- 
trol the thought and action of the people by the same sort of ‘taboo’ which 
official religion prescribed—using the rod of contempt, and academic intol- 
erance. 

On the side of the newly-initiated public, a public severely held under 
censure for their constant curiosity about matters which neither Religion 
nor Science would deign to recognize, the process of education has been a 
slow one, and the manifold evils attending on ignorance or on a more dan- 
gerous half-knowledge, have been all too obvious. But for this the great 
mass of uninstructed human beings are not really to be blamed; for they 
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have been left to find out for themselves by the long and painful process of 
trial and error those truths which the authorized teachers of men have ne- 
glected and despised. The mystics in the Church have always hated and feared 
the phenomenal. The physical scientists, material usually in their outlook, 
have equally hated and despised all that savored of mysticism. So the great 
mass of the people, thirsty for the realities of both orders, were between 
the devil and the deep sea and would have remained in that impasse had it 
not been for the self-sacrificing labors of a few far-seeing men and women 
who have been willing to devote themselves to the work of psychical and 
mystical enquiry and experiment without counting the cost to themselves 
in any worldly sense. At this moment, we have arrived at the crisis: for at 
last the increase of knowledge among the laity on psychical and metapsy- 
chical subjects has given them the right to claim the respectful attention of 
Orthodoxy, whether in religion, science or philosophy: and Orthodoxy is 
at last yielding and tardily commencing to study facts so long ignored and 
held at arm’s length that now they are reacting with shattering force upon 
the frail system hitherto protected from every air that might blow upon it 
from without. 

Under the mediaeval taboo of spiritualism, cults of occultism and magic 
grew like weeds. Mediumship, when manifested in the case of the religious 
devotees within the church and could be controlled, developed into saint- 
hood. Outside the church, it was anathematized and held as a thing ac- 
cursed,—the work of the devil. Persecuted as wizards and witches, the 
normal seer or sibyl had a poor chance with the watchdogs of the Church; 
and the extent of the suffering and torture inflicted during those dark cen- 
turies of intolerance will never be known in full. And it is strange to re- 
flect how, after the break-up of the old orthodoxy in the Reformation era, 
the ancient fear of satanic influence remained in the minds and hearts of 
the protestant sectarians, making them even more cruel and ruthless than 
their orthodox forbears. 

So Fear and Ignorance have gone hand in hand, stifling all normal 
growth of the psychical nature of human beings and deflowering the race 
of its choicest products. And not only did this persecution stifle and even 
largely exterminate normal psychical development in the race, but it in- 
duced that very corruption whose seal it always strove to impress upon all 
unauthorized subjects who might manifest such powers and faculties. There 
has been and still is a diabolic element existing among the more obscure 
psychical cults. It was largely created by the horrid imaginations of heated 
fanaticism and in time became a reality. In the same way, a too great in 
sistence on Sin by a priesthood whose business it was to dispense absolution 
has created a Frankenstein of abnormality whose effects are with us today. 

For the first time, therefore, a perfectly normal and natural psychical 
development—the budding of evolutionary forces always at work in the 
soul of the Race,—has had its opportunity to emerge in freedom from all 
restraint imposed by authority whether religious or academic. For the first 
time, therefore, we witness the manifestation of a world-wide interest and 
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study of those problems of the soul, the life to come, and the intercommun- 
ion between the worlds of Matter and Mind which come under the head of 
Spiritualism. 

For this reason, then, I say with entire assurance that this great move- 
ment is no ephemeral phase of human mental activity, but is the first uni 
versal flowering of a choice plant which has hitherto been allowed to bloom 
only in the conservatories of ecclesiastical authority, and very restrictedly 
in these. I therefore say that modern spiritualism, as a normal development 
of the human psyche, has at last taken its rightful place and will, if rightly 
guided, become an ever more potent factor in the building of that new civ- 
ilization—that true civilization—for whose advent we all hope and pray: a 
civilization based upon Knowledge instead of Faith (using this word in the 
sense of “Credo quia impossible sit’?)—that blind faith which in its fruit- 
age is superstition. 

“If rightly guided,” I say. Yes, there must be guidance: but the guid- 
ance of knowledge only and mature judgment based on knowledge. There 
will be submission to authority, but that submission must and will be of a 
purely voluntary nature and dictated by Reason alone. And the guidance 
that the great mass of learners will seek will be that which is offered by 
those who, from their consistent training are qualified to speak for Psychical 
Research. 

All Sciences have arisen from a purely empirical origin. Like those 
choice plants which derive their life from manured soil, so the flower and 
fruit of knowledge is vitalized by the life-principle which resides in dark- 
ness and corruption. If the parable be true, we are entitled to take to our- 
selves the greatest hope that from the darkness of ignorance and blind con- 
fusion there will yet spring that stately and beautiful Tree of Knowledge 
whose fruit will be for the healing of the nations and the nourishment of 
their soul. 

Even now, in Germany we witness the transmutation of an empirical 
Occultism into a thoroughly respected Metapsychical Science. The same 
process is at work in France, where the efforts of Dr. Eugéne Osty, Prof. 
Charles Richet and others have elevated the quest for metapsychical knowl- 
edge into a position of universal appreciation. The ultra-conservatism of 
that Mother of all Research Societies, the London S. P. R., is yielding now 
to the recognition of the reality of those phenomenal happenings which we 
associate with physical mediumship. In our own country, the American So- 
ciety for Psychical Research is maintaining the just balance between cred- 
ulity and scepticism, and, through its local Sections, is holding out. a sym- 
pathetic hand to all true mediumship. Some of the Universities are quietly 
giving their attention to these obscure branches of knowledge. Soon they 
will attain results which will justify a proclaimed recognition. But the 
work must not be hurried. There is so much to learn. There is more to 
unlearn. For academic knowledge is tied by its own past and it is no small 
or simple matter to discard the theories and tenets of a lifetime. Psychic 
Research claims of her followers that they shall throw most of their old 
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philosophy upon the scrap-heap. Can we wonder at their hesitation to do 
this? 

I have no fear for the advance of the movement of Spiritualism and 
Psychical Research, provided that the two elements of the Intuitive or 
Mystical on the one hand, and the Intellectual and Phenomenal on the other 
are kept in just and perfect balance of relation. And I think the signs por- 
tend that they will be. Nor do I apprehend that the appalling growth of 
fakery and false mediumship will in the long run militate against the ulti- 
mate triumph of that Science of the Soul which in these times of change and 
confusion is humanity’s greatest hope and asset. Neither do I apprehend 
that the quarrels and misunderstandings which seem to beset the movement 
on every hand will long continue in any form of personal bitterness or group 
rivalry. As the larger questions emerge, so the minor subjects of dispute 
will cease to assume their present excessive proportions. Beyond all is al- 
ways the great truth to which all Psychical Science points,—the Solidarity 
of the Race in a spiritual sense: the conviction that no one of us lives or 
dies to himself alone, but that living or dying he is one with all Creation; his 
life for ever bound up with the lives of all with whom his spiritual Destiny 
has linked him. 

In the promulgation of the Doctrine of the Subliminal Mind we have the 
key-note of the new order of spiritual apprehension on which to build a new 
social science both communal and individual in its values. But let us escape 
that narrow interpretation of the Subliminal which would conceive of it as 
a personal attribute: for it is Racial. 


Freperick Biicn Bonn. 
* * * * x 


THE INSPIRATION OF GLASTONBURY 


A ReEcorp BY THE Epitror 
* * * * 


In August 1928 Mrs. R. G. Stevens of Nove Connecticut, being 
in England with her sister Mrs. Cruger, was persuaded to make a visit to 
Glastonbury and on the 26th of the month found herself for the first time 
within the walls of its venerable Abbey. Her sister had some acquaintance 
with its history and traditions, and had from time to time been able to ob 
tain through her own hand writings of a poetic nature and of more than 
average merit. Mrs. Stevens herself was less familiar with the subject of 
Glastonbury and had not read the story of the excavations and monkish com- 
munications told in the “Gate of Remembrance.” Neither had she tried 
to write automatically. Consequently there was nothing in her mind to in- 
spire imaginative details of the old monastic life or its associations. Mrs. 
Cruger tells me that she had, on this occasion, no thought of getting any 
writing. She had with her a pencil and a small piece of paper for the pur- 
pose of making notes of anything of an interesting nature she might see 
on her visit, She brought with her a small camera, intending to take a few 
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snap-shot photos, and whilst looking for a suitable subject she sat down for 
a moment with pencil and paper in her hand. Spontaneously her hand 
wrote the words: 

“TAKE MY LANTERN.” 


This meant nothing to Mrs. Cruger or to her sister and the word ‘lan- 
tern’ merely conveyed its literal meaning. But on leaving the Abbey en- 
closure later, the attention of both sisters was drawn to a post-card illustra- 
tion displayed on the counter of the bookstall by the gate. This was a photo- 
graph or picture of the stone Gothic “Lantern” over the Abbot’s Kitchen— 
a beautiful feature well known to antiquaries as a perfect architectural 
model of a “smoke-lantern’ or ventilator at the apex of the vaulted roof. So 
they were pleased enough to follow the advice of their unknown monitor 
and purchase the picture. But we must go back a little in the story of this 
visit. Soon after her sister had received the writing, Mrs. Stevens rested 
herself upon a flat stone and started to make a few notes on her own ac- 
count. She had with her a small notebook in which she was in the habit 
of entering a record of her general impressions of the places she visited. She 
began to write, and was astonished to find herself writing things she had 
not the least intended. Her pencil seemed to have a will of its own. She 
was conscious of what was being written; but only word by word; and the 


general purport only became clear to her after reading the script. And this 
is what came 


“Every man his own man: Saxon JOHN of godly memory: 
For that is the Law. I be but a voice that cries 
The ages are dead: To those that have ears to hear: 
The men still live; The years be as the Rosary of Time: 
Every man his own man. I count them not. 
The Stones are the flesh: Yesterday I cried to the listening silence 
The Soul is ever and for ever. of a young land 
Drink at the fountain of Life: Today, to the heart of childrens’ children: 
The fount is ever and forever. And they hear me not. 
The Altar was the heart The Abbey falls, as falls a twilight after 
Of the Church Eternal. day 
From the heart flows the life: The span of glory ended: 
The Fount Eternal. But the monks die not. 


* * %## KK 


I, Saxon JOHN of Dumplace: humble follower of THOMAS, and he a Saint. 
Know ye the Well? It is of all things holy, and by early custom held a thing to bless, 
if faith be pure. 

* * * * * 


Saxon JOHN has come and gone anow: and I be DUNFRY, Holder of the keys. 
* * * * * 
The spot whereon thou standest is holy ground. 


Hoping in the Lord; go forth into the lands of earth: 
For the earth is the Lord’s. 


The Bells rang call to prayer: 
The Bells are silent; the call is ever, 
Hark for the voice of Silence. 
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The bell of Calling, unheard but in the heart. 
The Temple is not dead in truth; 


For have ye not a Temple made not with hands? 
* * * j%## 


Praise eternal to High Heaven: Life Eternal, 

Where Time fells not that which groweth up. 
We be passers-by, that tarry while the day lives. 

= = 2. so 

Today GEOFFREY, the old-time seeker of Light; 
He is gone from the day: but ye shall be gone anon: 

Yet not beyond the Temple gate of the House of Light, 
Whose stones be of good deeds, 

And whose Altar is the heart’s love to the High Lord. 


x ok * * x 

Quite naturally both sisters were greatly impressed by the spontaneous 
advent of this beautiful message. But the happening was so entirely unex- 
pected and of so unfamiliar a nature, that Mrs. Stevens felt a certain sense 
of awe, and it disconcerted her that her hand should have been used in this 
manner so entirely apart from her own volition. Consequently, she tells 
me that from that time onward she had never ventured to attempt again to 
obtain writings in this manner. Knowing nothing of psychical research she 
was also under the belief that the influences which (presumably) guided her 
hand were purely local ones and would not be able to manifest their pres- 
ence in any other place. But some of her friends who had experience of the 
psychical side of things were hopeful that a gift so extraordinary might be 
permitted to find some avenue of expression later. And so it happened that 
just five years later, it was arranged that I should meet Mrs. Stevens and 
her sister. From this point therefore I take up the narrative. 

I. 

On the 18th August 1933 at Bellport, Long Island, I was invited to 
meet Mrs. Stevens and Mrs. Cruger at the house of a mutual friend, Mrs. 
Anne Lloyd. Mrs. Stevens, at the request of her sister, read to me the writ- 
ings quoted above and told me the story of her visit in 1928 to the ruins. 
In listening to her recital, I was at once impressed not only with the poetic 
quality of the script, but also with its close accordance in style and content 
with much of the writing that I had obtained with the late John Alleyne 
in the years 1908-1921. Accordingly I was glad to agree to the suggestion 
that we should try a joint sitting. It was with some diffidence that Mrs. 
Stevens consented to the experiment; but though doubtful as to the issue, 
she agreed and we adjourned to the ante-room, a small sun-parlor to the 
south of the living-room at Mrs. Lloyd’s home. At my direction, Mrs. 
Stevens took the pencil. I laid my left hand lightly upon her wrist and al- 
most immediately her hand began to move. I explained to her that, the 
psychical contact with the brethren of the Abbey having been once estab- 
lished, no distance in space would offer the least obstacle: for distance in 
space, even as in Time, is nothing to the spirit. As will be seen, the writing 
which follows corrects that misapprehension of hers. 

k * * * x 
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THE SCRIPT OF AUGUST 18th 1933 
(Hour, 5:30 p.m.) 
(After two preliminary pages of loose large scrawl) 
“TOHANNES ... You are to hear wonders; for wonders are waiting . . . Spirit's 
call to spirit: and Faith within a clear mind. So you must have faith in those that 


are gone. 
“JOHN of DUMPLACE (speaks). He (Johannes) speaks here as there. He is 
not as a bird in a cage. Oh, the sad pity of the godly . . . If you will yet rise 


above those (barriers?) 

“T be as one that waits while the years go by; and none shall drive me from the 

gate I love. My brothers are scattered as dust that flyeth up: but I sit at the gate 

and wait. 

“Will you not come—you who read our hearts? Must the soul that waits see the 

golden glory fall to dust like a shattered vase at his feet; and the perfume only is 

left for proof of that which is gone? 

“List ye: the bell is dumb;:—the incense blown to the winds: but that which is 

known to none lyeth deep and safe: JOHANNES alone knows where. 

“Better silence and sleep: for then those that take not off their shoon must not be- 

hold the Holy Thing.” 

* * *k x x 

On reading these lines, the memory of things written long ago and of 
bygone experiences surged up within my mind. I recalled the lines written 
in 1908 concerning that sacred Treasure which the brethren always aver to 
be hidden beneath the soil of Glaston. 


“Then the grass shall be as glass Now do the dry bones stir and shake 
And ye shall see the Mystery And each to each his fellow seeks: 

Deep down it lies from prying eyes Soon comes again what once hath been 
And safely sleeps, whilst vigil keeps And Glaston’s glory shall be seen.” 


The Company. 


I asked Mrs. Stevens if she understood the allusion to the Treasure: 
but she was quite unaware of what was implied. It is, of course, the Holy 
Grail which tradition asserts to be buried there awaiting the day of the re- 
turn of the spiritual glory to this desecrated shrine. She was equally una- 
ware of what was meant by the allusion to the “perfume” as the only proof 
left of the spirit’s power in bygone days. The phenomenon of the “in- 
cense” perfume haunting the ruins, of which so many visitors have spoken, 
was not within her knowledge or experience. But it is attested now by 
many; and its source has never been traced to any physical thing. The 
fragrance is elusive and I can personally vouch for its extreme beauty. It 
is like a choice blend of fine incense, oriental spices, and attar of roses. 

+ oe * k * 
SECOND SCRIPT: AUGUST 19th 1933 
(11:25 a.m.) 
* * * * * 
“Heaven is the heart’s home. Great the longing of those that hold the memory of 
things beloved. Why must we wait? 
Oh, thou of little faith; the time is come. Open the eyes of the blind. Turn the 


(key?). One above speaks. Love alone is the key. It openeth the lock. Love lies 
deep:—shed for all... . 
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(Here there was a pause, and Mrs. Stevens said she thought that the power was fail- 
ing) 

“The power faileth not in sooth. See ye the glory of heaven. It faileth not nor 
shall the unbelief of ages close the door. Hark, I speak: I, the soul of him that hath 
authority. The thing shall be. Stay not thy hand, oh thou that has the great in-seeing. 
The mystery lyeth in thy hands. Let not the mortal spoken word stay you. Clear 
thy heart of that which dulls the mind. See the power that comes of darkness as a 
power that IS NOT. Thou alone canst see the children of the Abbey walls free from 
their o’er-long vigil. Let them to their orisons at heaven’s gate. That which thou 
knowest holds them. Find it—the Flower of perfect Love that will not let them go.” 


* * * * * 


THIRD SCRIPT: AUGUST 20th 1933 
(2:45 p.m. at Bellport) 
s+ &¢ + 2 

“Spirit speaks to spirit. If there be truth, fear not: for Truth is the Lord. If ye 
be free souls, then may ye hear the silent voice. He whom thou knowest as JOHAN- 
NES is once again able to speak. Long has he waited. Long has he at your side 
spoken to deaf ears. His message is the same: “Call we ever to be free. That is within 
that holds us. Let no thought of earth; no lesser, lower thing, keep the seeker of the 
Holyness barred from his own”’.” 

“GEOFFREY the Olden-—the ancient one--humbly at the feet of those that be 
his lords, may he speak of that which he knows? 

As a whispering wind that calls at the casement but can form no thought-word, 
so is GEOFFREY. Yet he would his witness give. He knoweth. He be sure: for as 
the humblest bird that flies past, he hath seen what few have seen. Blest be the 
Lord. 

Therefore say I: None must enter (even) if the time pass till the years be dead 
and the stones fallen and the truth forgot. Better than that unworthy things of clay 
deride the Thing of Heaven. 

Would you of JOHANNES? 

(F.B.B. “Yes, please, I would like to hear of him.’) 

“Great is JOHANNES, though he see it not. Kind is JOHANNES and of a soul 
that loveth and is loved. He is here.” 

(F.B.B. My greetings to Johannes.) 

“Greetings, my Brother. What would ye?” 

F.B.B. ‘I would like to hear of the one who knew this work. I mean 


J. A’) 


(F.B.B. “Yes. Don’t you remember him?’) 
“Not as by name.” 
(F.B.B. “The one whose hand you used in old days.’) 
“Yes. Yes. He is as mine own self. Better is he here than in the toils of earth.” 
(Script broke off here at 3.10 p.m.) 
(Script resumed at 3.30 p.m. after reading the foregoing and marking the words.) 
“AVALON the Golden. (Here a circle was drawn.) 
“I be of the Company,—I, and none other that can speak. (The words ‘that can 
speak’ were then deliberately crossed out.) 
“AVALON. Far stars shine o'er Avalon, as shone they of years agone. Night 
winds wandering hushed will know the ancient ways: but Man knows not (the) path 
to Blessed Avalon.” 


— Ar 
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PSYCHE, THE IMMORTAL 


By SaMuEL E. ANDERSON 
Part IV. 
THE MECHANISM OF CONSCIOUSNESS 


Introductory Note by the Editor 

Mr. Anderson’s analysis of the mechanism of Consciousness as found in the 
section of his work following, is of great importance for a right understanding 
of the means whereby the human “psyche” is able to transmit and record the im- 
pulses of will and imagination and give these the quality of objective reality as 
facts of consciousness. In thus illustrating the working of the chemical and physi- 
cal elements in the functioning of the brain-tissue, he is by no means playing into 
the hands of the materialist or implying any sort of mechanistic origin for creative 
thought and faculty. Far from it: but what he does show is what it is so nec- 
essary for us all clearly to understand, that is, the vast difference between the 
secondary and materially-related thing we call consciousness, and those primary 
and essential elements of our true being which are for ever seeking to extend and 
to develop their control of those energies which constitute Matter. The more we 
realize that our true Self—the real Mind—is subliminal, and that ‘its temporal 
expression in our waking thought is merely a passing phenomenom or phenomenal 
effect of that subliminal Being in its control of the physical mechanism, the more 
we are likely to attain a well-grounded philosophic view of our relation to life as 
incarnate manifestations of spirit and soul. 


It has been a long time since Michael Faraday ventured the opinion 
that matter was but an expression of two polarities. Many a day passed 
before that view was confirmed but now physicists have accepted it and 
are busily pursuing matter back to its birthplace in the ether. 

The galvanometer constantly avows that electricity is the alpha and 
omega of life but how little credence is given to its most solemn declaration. 
Likewise it makes an identical statement concerning the messages that pro- 
duce consciousness and no greater heed is paid to that. 

The idea that intelligence may be electrical in origin is by no means 
novel. A hundred years ago the opinion was advanced that such might be 
the case but the theory seemed to run into an impasse when it was shown 
that the nerve impulse, instead of travelling with the speed of a telegraph 
message, took an appreciable length of time to make its way to its destina- 


‘tion. Ergo: the nerve impulse is not electrical. It is true that in attempt- 


ing to escape from that dilemma scientists embraced the equally glaring 
inconsistency that in the case of the nerve impulse the galvanometer meas 
ures something other than an electric current, but that problem was not 
pressing so hard for explanation and therefore it could be ignored. 

This is by no means the first campaign that has been waged against 
consciousness as an extra-physical thing but it is original in that you will 
be introduced to a definite mechanism claimed to be capable of producing 
the essential substance required for its manifestation; and then that sub- 
stance and that mechanism will be subjected to numerous tests; chemical, 
physical and psychological. 

Consciousness is conceived to be the concomitant of the molecular ac- 
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tion involved in the synthesis and deposit of lecithin, C« H» PNOs, upon 
the neuro-fibrillas in the cortex of the brain, which synthesis and deposit is 
brought about by the passage of an electrical stimulus through an electrolyte 
within the synapses of the nerves. 


When a stimulus, for instance that of your enemy drawing his gun, 
strikes the eye it travels along the optic nerve to the brain. As it flies along 
it gives evidence of its passage by an electric current which is measurable 
with the galvanometer. On its way it crosses one or more synapses and 
from the brain a message is relayed that induces muscle contraction in your 
own right hand, or mayhap your legs. That outgoing message is likewise 
electrical. The nerve, from eye to brain, is not continuous but there are 
breaks known as synapses and into these breaks the neuro-fibrillae thrust 
their frayed and ragged ends. 


In the aggregate there is a great amount of electricity, the result of 
oxidation, that is stored within the cells of the human body. Thus a source 
of supply is satisfactorily accounted for. 

Of brain, the mechanism by means of which intelligence is made 
manifest, Dr. George W. Stewart in his “Manual of Physiology” has this 
to say, “The events which take place in that tangle of fibre, cell and fibril, 
are almost unknown. * * * * What the nerve impulse actually consists in 
we do not know. All we know is that a charge of some kind, of which the 
only external token is an electric charge, passes over the nerve with a meas- 
urable velocity and gives tidings of itself.” 

Now if this nerve impulse is not actually electrical it is nevertheless 
able to deceive the galvanometer. Still more wonderful, in at least one in- 
stance it was able to deceive the patient himself. We quote from Henri 
Pieron, who gives as his authority, Harvey Cushing, XXXII Brain 44. 
“Tf, as in an experiment which has been recorded, we provoke the function 
ing of these cortical elements by electrical stimulation—replacing the ner- 
vous impulse of central origin—in a conscious subject whose brain has been 
exposed, he will imagine that he himself is directing the movement, though in 
fact, it is beyond his control.” 

It still remains to satisfactorily account for the loss of speed. Profes- 
sor William McDougall tells us that Von Kries had argued that the pre- 
vailing conduction hypothesis has proved itself barren and that it is inca 
pable of enabling us to describe, even in vaguest outline, the more complex 
functions of the brain, and he attempts therefore, to give a new vitality and 
increased definiteness to the hypothesis of the individual functioning of the 
ganglion-cells, the view that each cell is a psychic unit capable of determin 
ing within itself a more or less complex state of consciousness. Several 
years ago Professor McDougall, when writing for the magazine “Brain” 
had this to say. “With the advent of the “neurone theory,” however, a 
new possibility was opened up, for it is the essence of this theory that there 
is no continuity of substance between the individual neurones. * * * * In 
a paper published some years ago I ventured to present certain arguments 
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in favor of the second possibility, to urge that we must regard the synapses 
as the seats of the psycho-physical. * * * * It seemed to me, therefore, and 
perhaps to others also, a view somewhat wildly revolutionary and hard 
to be believed. But since that time further reading has shown me that the 
idea is hovering, as it were, in the neurological atmosphere, and that new 
evidence pointing in the same direction continually appears. * * * * There 
is, then, a considerable mass of evidence, histological, physiological and 
psychological, pointing to the synapses, more especially those of the cere- 
bral cortex, as the seats of the psycho-physical processes.” 


Sir Charles S. Sherrington, in “The Integration of the Nervous Sys- 
tem” has placed himself on record as follows, “The neurone itself is visibly 
a continuum from end to end, but continuity, as said above, fails to be 
demonstrable when neurone meets neurone at the synapse. * * * * But in 
the neurone-chains of the gray central system of vertebrates histology on 
the whole furnishes evidence that a surface of separation does exist between 
neurone and neurone. * * * * If there exists any surface or separation at 
the nexus between neurone and neurone, much of what is characteristic 
of the conduction exhibited by the reflex arc might be more easily explained.” 

We accept the statement of the galvanometer as absolutely true. We 
accept the statement of the microscope as true and there does exist a break 
at the synapses. The nerve impulse is electrical and the loss of time occurs 
whenever it abandons the wires to cross a synapsis by the ferry boat. Sir 
Charles glimpsed the possibilities. “The delay in speed occurs whenever 
the impulses pass through gray matter. The delay in the gray matter 
* * * * may be referable to a fresh kind of transmission coming in there, a 
process of transmission different in nature from conduction along nerve 
fibres.” He fell short of the solution only because his imagination was un- 
able to picture a mechanism by which it might be accomplished. 

When the passage of an electric current through a substance is accom- 
panied by definite chemical changes which are independent of the heating 
effects of the current, the process is known as electrolysis, and the sub- 
stance is called an electrolyte. Through an electrolyte the current is car- 


ried, from one electrode to the other, by means of ions of one kind or an- 
other. 


From the Encyclopaedia Britannica we take this concise description of 
what happens. “Since the electric forces are active throughout the whole 
solution, all the ions must come under its influence, and therefore move, but 
their separation from the electrodes is determined by the electro-motive 
torce needed to liberate them. Thus, as long as every ion of the solution is 
present in the liquid next the electrode, the one which responds to the 
least electro-motive force will be set free. When the amount of this ion in 
the surface layer becomes too small to carry all:the current across the junc 
‘ion, other ions must also be used; and either they or their secondary prod- 
ucts will appear also at the electrode. In aqueous solutions, for instance, 
. few hydrogen (H) and hydroxyl (OH) ions derived from water are al- 
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ways present and will be liberated if the other ions require a higher decom- 
position voltage and the current be kept so small that hydrogen and hy- 
droxyl ions can be formed fast enough to carry all the current across the 
junction between solution and electrode.” 


Here the element of time becomes conspicuous and it is just as Sir 
Charles declared, the process of transmission is different in nature from con- 
duction along nerve fibres. 


When a direct current of electricity is applied in such a way that the 
positive pole of the battery is connected to the copper anode and the nega- 
tive to the cathode, copper dissolves from the anode and deposits upon the 
cathode. 


Such is the story of electroplating and in that process the main factors 
which influence the deposit are current density, chemical composition, 
temperature and concentration of the electrolyte and the length of time 
during which the article remains immersed in the bath. You will find that 
the price varies considerably, depending upon whether it is to be single, 
double or triple coated and this is but another way of expressing the meas- 
ure of time. 


Dr. Albert P. Mathews is authority for the statement that lecithin 
moves as do platinum and gold. This is most vividly confirmed by a photo 
graph made by Dr. George W. Crile. Working with brain ash he made 
a laboratory experiment along the lines above indicated and he makes 
special note of “the tendency of the fibers to extend towards the positive 
pole.” As bit by bit the lecithin is laid on the natural tendency is to 
lengthen or extend towards the positive pole. Cajal has noted that this 
same thing takes place in the brain and that neuro-fibrillae grow progres’ 
sively. After they have thus lengthened it becomes easier for the current 
to make the jump from the one electrode to the other and it becomes less 
difficult to understand memory and skill. 


Memory does not always follow consciousness, as in times of extreme 
danger, but if the stimulus is intense or the proximity of the neuro-fibrillas 
is long maintained it is probable that other ions (iron or magnesium) aid 
the passage of the current and make their appearance at the electrode to 
combine with lecithin in the more stable form that is known as memory. 

There is a strong temptation to look upon iron with a most indulgent 
eye. It is so easy to account for its presence at the synapsis, since it could 
come, like oxygen, aboard the red blood corpuscle. Of all the elements iron 
is most easily magnetized and this is a property which fits it perfectly for a 
part in the mechanism of the will, that subtle thing supposed to bring the 
electrodes into proximity through magnetic attraction. In the presence of 
iron it is no trick at all to convert electricity into magnetism. In addition, 
Otto Warberg maintains it is a catalyst and as such speeds up oxygen me- 
tabolism. 

Remembering is both voluntary and spontaneous. It is voluntary 
when an act of the will (as a blow from within—Sir Jagadis Bose) brings 
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the electrodes into proximity through magnetic attraction: spontaneous 
when the electric current is induced to cross through a concentration of the 
electrolyte. We also remember when we see an image for the second time 
and since in each of these three cases the messenger is again travelling over a 
route previously used we have the added perception that we have known 
this thing before. 

Imagination! Now we begin to touch upon the human side of things! 
This is the art of conjuring up memories and forming combinations with 
new images or among themselves and so creating new ideas that are in 
truth original experiences. When coupled with judgment it forms the 
solid foundation upon which is built all great art and invention. Such mem- 
ories may be called up and combined “at will” or they may merely thrust 
themselves into consciousness as they do in the delirium of the fevers of in- 
fection, and, from all we can judge, in the delusions of insanity. 

Imagination the will may share with intuition but judgment it reserves 
wholly for itself. The “cool” head is not troubled with the fierce outbursts 
of rage. In the panic of the mob it remains aloof, while its will summons 
the remembrances of relevant experiences, marshals them for orderly review, 
compares them with the subject matter in hand that it may separate the 
true from the false. Ah! If man could invariably separate the true from 
the false in what would he then be lacking?—The decision is made. An 
order is given and this the will proceeds to execute. 

Judgment and will work perfectly only as a team. Will without judg- 


ment degenerates into mere wilfulness; hardheadedness: judgment without 
will into supineness. 





THE SUMMATION OF A GREAT LIFE-WORK 


By STANLEY DE BRATH 


MY PHILOSOPHY. By Sir Oliver Lodge F.R.S. (Benn & Co. 21/-) 
N. B. This Review has been seen and approved by Sir Oliver. 


* * KF K 


In this book the most eminent among European physicists sums up his position in 
luminous and simple style. It should be read slowly and meditatively by all spiritual- 
ists. It will clarify their ideas of what Spiritualism really means, and will enable them 
to stand unashamed before the world. 

It is in four parts. Part 1 deals with the constitution of the physical universe: 
Part 2 is on the Evidence for, and Controversies concerning, the Ether. Part 3 is on 
the Introduction of Life and Mind: and Part 4 is on the Evidence for and Mechanism 
of Survival, the final chapter giving the Bearing of the Spiritistic Hypothesis upon Re- 
ligion. It is obvious that Part 4 is that which mostly concerns the Review known as 
PsYCHICAL RESEARCH. 

But Continuity being the key-note of all valid philosophy, we shall, before turn- 
ing to the last section, endeavour to give a brief summary of the preceding sections, 
omitting the mathematical reasoning which is incomprehensible by anyone who is not 
specially a mathematician. It is much to be regretted that average minds who seem 
unable to understand that mathematical symbols can only represent the action of what 
the original symbols stand for, should apply these equations to matters for which they 
do not stand, and imagine that mathematical equations, because they are mathematical, 
must contain the whole truth. It would be much better for them to leave mathematics 
out of the question, and confine themselves to the results of experiment. 

This procedure will be followed in the review now presented, not that there is 
any discordance between the mathematical and the experimental, but because the latter 
is more comprehensible physically. 

Part I. 

Starts with the material universe as built of two electric charges-—electrons and 
protons, with Radiation super-added. Negative electrons and positive protons build 
up all the chemical atoms, but we are obliged to infer from the beauty and adaptation 
of this marvellous structure, that there must he grades of existence higher as well as 
lower than Man. We are obliged to infer Directive Agency therein. 

No ultimate origin is known. An Ether in turbulent motion out of which Matter 
crystallised is a legitimate speculation. The Energy is there, but guidance also must 
be added to explain Evolution. 

Design and Purpose are conspicuous in it. Two domains are known to Humani- 
ty, with frontiers where there may be conflict, one group seeing Divine action every- 
where, the other excluding it as superstition. A third group does not deny the mechan- 
ical explanation or the spiritual aspiration, but includes both, at the same time realising 
that Divine activity is not to be appealed to as part of Science. These see that some- 
thing in space is necessary to all activity, for Matter is essentially inert. 

Between Religion and Science there can, it is often said, be no conflict but this is 
not a philosophic or permanently satisfying way: “my hypothesis is that this same al- 
most unexplored physical substance—the Ether—operates also in the region of Life 
and Mind, and ultimately will be found to be the physical vehicle utilised in the 
spiritual region, so as to constitute the mechanism whereby spirit and matter interact, 
and that it will ultimately form a bond of union between the two domains experi- 
mentally known to Humanity.” ... “My view is that a physical agent will always 
be necessary for a complete explanation, that every phenomenon is psycho-physical, 
but that the physical agent involved may be inconspicuous and need some drawingout 
from its hiding-place.” 

The next step is a study of what is meant by “inertia,” which must be regarded 
as a fundamental property of Matter, and it is important to see that Inertia means the 
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complete absence of any activity, yet it would be impossible to exert any force upon 
a body which possessed no inertia. Inertia is the ingredient which confers pps 
upon a body; it is a factor of momentum, the other factor being speed. A railway 
train moving steadily is subject to no resultant force. Propulsion and resistance bal- 
ance. The whole power of the engine after the start is spent in overcoming friction. 
The FitzGerald-Lorentz contraction of all matter in motion, which the electrical the- 
ory of cohesion renders so extremely probable only amounts to a 3-inch shrinkage in 
the whole diameter of the earth in the direction of motion; but it is enough. 

Faraday discovered that an electric current had a property which bore some 
analogy to inertia, a property clearly dependent on the magnetic field which surrounds 
every current in rings perpendicular to the conductor. When this magnetic field is 
intense the current behaves as if it had considerable inertia. To show this Sir Oliver 
sy start a current in a circuit containing a stout ring of laterally subdivided iron 
round which the current-conveying wire is wound, and I put in circuit an instrument 
which only responds when the current has risen to nearly full strength. On pressing 
down the key, the current rises what is called ‘instantaneously,’ but there is a very 
noticeable delay between pressing down the key and the response of the instrument.” 

And since electrons possess inertia, even those that are clearly disembodied elec- 
tric charges, it becomes possible to surmise that in some sense, or jn a certain grouping, 
they constitute the atom, that they confer the inertia with which we are, familiar, and 
in fact that electric inertia is the only inertia that exists. This is the electrical theory 
of Matter. Inertia is the fundamental characteristic of substance. 

RADIATION 

We now come to a most important development of the electrical theory of Matter. 
It can be destroyed, or rather it can be converted into Radiation at a very high tempera- 
ture. 


The best example of this process is going on in our own sun. Our sun is a mass 
of gas held together by gravitation at an outer temperature of some 6,000° C., while 
the temperature at its centre is estimated at 40,000,000° or even more. Radiation is in 
vigorous process. The light of the sun contains a great deal of energy which has been 
produced by the destruction of matter or rather by the conversion of matter into radia- 
tion in its interior, at the rate of 4,000,000 tons per second. This applies to all stars, 
so that the amount of matter in the universe appears to be decreasing and the amount 
of radiation to be increasing. Thousands of millions of stars have been emitting radia- 
tion for an incalculable number of centuries. Where is all that radiation and what 
has become of it? 

The physicist has gone beyond material mechanism, he deals with radiation and 
many etheric phenomeaa; and now, under the influence of Faraday, and Maxwell, and 
Einstein, and other great philosophers, is more concerned with the phenomena that 
occur in space, or in what may be called the Ether. 

THE MACHINERY OF GUIDANCE 

We now leave aside inorganic matter and turn to living matter; (and here I may 
perhaps be allowed to interpolate into Sir Oliver's philosophy one very important as- 
pect of this living matter. It consists of cells. Cells are the special product of life 
in matter.) Sir Oliver alludes to this. He says; “There seems to be a certain size and 
shape appropriate to each live organism, although it is made up of a great number of 
cells, each cell having a kind of individual life of its own.” No difference is to be ex- 
pected between a molecule which is part of an animated cell and any other molecule, all 
ire activated by outside agencies. The structure of an organism does not depend on 
the food taken in, but on some controlling or directing principle which is what we call 
Life. Any wholesome food is built discriminatively into its various parts. (A. R. 
Wallace has some most illuminative remarks on the directive agency and constructive 


power of the cell, in his World of Life, p. 295, which I gave in the last issue of this 
Review.) 
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Life has this discriminative power. It is not energy, it merely directs the energy 
which it finds available. No energy is added to a body by the fact that it is alive. Sir 
Arthur Keith has recently spoken of life as a form of energy. I challenge him for any 
evidence of such a statement. Were it true, life would be convertible into other forms, 
and would have a mechanical or thermal equivalent. The element which life adds is 
not energy but guidance, a power of directing energy into channels which otherwise 
might be unoccupied. 

“My hypothesis is that that the form-waves, (which exert a controlling and direct- 
ing influence without imparting any energy) constitute the physical mechanism where- 
by life and mind operate on and direct material particles. The nature of life and mind 
is still unknown. 

Part II. 

This part, consisting of the Evidence for, and Controversies concerning The Ether, 
occupies the major part of the book, and is profoundly interesting. But it is inter- 
mixed with mathematics, and these are not the mathematics of the engineer, but highly 
complex differential equations which are independent of all mechanism “without any 
physical image or concrete idea to catch hold of.” They are therefore altogether be- 
yond the comprehension of the average man such as the present reviewer, and are best 
left on one side by him. ‘The mathematical method has a surprising power of making 
deductions about the result of any given activity: but when called upon to elaborate 
the actual details of the process, and construct a visible picture of how things interact, 
and trace in detail the course of their activities, it conspicuously fails. This failure is 
recognised by mathematicians themselves. They know that their symbols can represent 
a number of different things, and that their equations can be correspondingly interpreted 
in various ways; but they do not find it necessary to interpret them at every stage of 
the process; nor need the mathematical transformation have any resemblance to the 
actuality of intermediate stages.” Time and Space can both be expressed by one equa- 
tion, but when one of these involves the wholly imaginary—1, that alone makes it im- 
possible of physical representation. Time is an inference drawn from speed in our view 
of material things. In the next phase of our existence it is mere duration, and is meas- 
ured by change of state so far as it is measured at all. Here, to convert Time into Space 
it must be multiplied by a velocity, and hence Time and Space are not the same thing. 
We have at present no dynamics of the Ether, for our senses only tell us of Matter and 
its movements. Force is a reality between particles of matter, and “potential” energy 
resides in the Ether, and is just as real as the other kind called “kinetic.” 


Under the title “Modern Gibes at the Ether,’ Sir Oliver combats the arguments of 
Sir James Jeans, and proposes an alternative theory. He says, “I don’t object to a warped 
or crumpled continuum as a mode of expressing gravitation. But how can a thing be 
warped or crumpled if it has no objective existence? 

(The question of Time-space is solved for most of us by the facts of “wireless 
telegraphy” and “broadcasting.” These electro-magnetic waves must be waves of some- 
thing. It is not the air, which cannot transmit at anything like their speed. They come 
through the Ether.) 

Part III. 

We now come to the section of this remarkable book which more specially con- 
cerns Psychic Science. It opens with a quotation from F. W. H. Myers, that we live in 
two worlds—a planetary life in this material world and a cosmic life in a spiritual or 
metetherial world which is the native environment of the soul. 

The universe as a whole contains matter and motion, but it contains more. Experi- 
ence shows that it contains also Mind and Spirit: and if we limit our studies to that 


which is not animate, we may be excluding a vitally important element, without which 
a philosophic understanding of the universe is impossible. 


The sciences of chemistry and physics, of biology and psychology, are not separate 
sciences independent of one another, but are really parts of a unified whole; and this 
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whole must be taken into consideration in attacking any ultimate problem, and must be 
understood before the universe becomes really intelligible. 


In the most elementary processes of physiology, spoken of as Metabolism, a living 
creature assimilates external material and converts it into its own special form. (I have 
already alluded to Alfred Russel Wallace’s argument on the selective and directive 
faculty in the cell whereby it secretes, or as it were, creates, out of the protoplasm of 
the blood, special molecules adapted for the production of each material—bone, muscle, 
nerve, skin, hair, feather, &c—and carries these molecules to the exact part of the body 
where and when they are required, and brings into play the complex forces that alone 
can build up with great rapidity so strangely complex a structure as a feather adapted 
for flight.) Sir Oliver alludes to this. He says, Organic matter is just like any other 
matter: it obeys the laws of physics and chemistry perfectly. It has not any kind of 
spontaneity, it is perfectly inert; it obeys the laws of motion and of itself it can do 
nothing. Yet it is through the behaviour of this inert matter that we have to investi- 
gate the properties of the life acting on it. Let us not make the mistake of saying that 
the organism is nothing but the material manifestation. There is a physical body and 
a spiritual body. The physical body is made of matter and is used by soul. The spir- 
itual body is partially and approximately made of Ether and used by the spirit. This 
is the hypothesis advanced. The etheric body is intermediate between matter and spirit, 
for it seems probable that Mind, or Spirit, requires some kind of physical vehicle for 
its manifestation. My hypothesis, says Sir Oliver, is that spirit primarily inhabits the 
Ether, uses it, and acts on it: and that occasionally this operated-on-ether is able to act 
upon matter. Thus through the intervention of ether, spirit can be brought into rela- 
tion with matter, indirectly; and the intervening mechanism (if it can be called mecha- 
nism) is the etheric or spiritual body. 

We must begin by grasping the fact that the Ether can be animated. The etheric 
body is animated by the spirit. 

In his chapter on ‘Ether and the Soul’ Sir Oliver gives us the connection between 
the unmodified etherial radiation, and the forms of energy that result when that radia- 
tion is modified by contact with matter, and through these with the etheric body which 
his hypothesis claims to be “partially and approximately” composed of Ether. This takes 
us back into Physics, and does not specially concern us as spiritualists. But he says: 
The probability is that every sensible object has both a material and an etherial counter- 
part. One side only are we sensibly aware of, the other we have to infer. But the 
difficulty ef perceiving this other side—the necessity for indirect inference—depends 
essentially and entirely on the nature of our sense-organs, which tell us of matter and 
do not tell us of ether. Yet the one is as real and substantial as the other, and their 
fundamental joint quality is co-existence and interaction. Not interaction everywhere 
and always, for there are plenty of regions without matter—though there is no region 
without Ether; but the potentiality of interaction, and often the conspicuous reality of 
it, everywhere prevails and constitutes the whole of our purely mundane experience. 

He foresees a time when the soul will be intelligible, and thinks it will be found 
that soul is related to the ether as body is related to matter. While still in the flesh 
we shall probably only know our etherial counterpart through its interactions with 
matter. Directly these cease, it passes beyond our ken; but it exists just as really as be- 
fore. Indeed, freed from the disabilities and imperfections of matter, it can lead a less 
distracted and livelier existence. 

Part IV. 

Thus we find in the ether a reasonable habitat for those who have lived in associa- 
tion with matter for the allotted time, but whose existence is by no means terminated 
»y the sloughing off of the material body. Sir Oliver admits that this semi-physical the- 
ry would not have occurred to him had he not had proofs that they actually do sur- 

ive, so it becomes incumbent on him to give some idea of what that evidence is. He 
‘dvances a sample of such cases and remarks that the circumstance that telepathy be- 
‘ween the living has become a curious bugbear to those who wish to establish the fact 
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of survival. He says: I think myself that this hypothesis of a wide-spread power of 
telepathy is very much exaggerated, and that most of the communications indicative of 
the surviving memory and natural affection of the deceased communicator, when they 
come through a good medium, are really what they purport to be. It is natural that 
most of them should be trivial. But occasionally there is an instance of some object. 
which had been hidden by a person who wished to use it as evidence, and Sir Oliver 
quotes Mrs. Finney’s case from the Proc. S. P. R. vol. viii. pp. 249-251 into which close 
enquiry was made. The title is The Case of the Half-brick. This was hidden by the 
brother of the informant after marking the whole brick with ink, breaking it in two 
and hiding one half in a place known to no other person, with the view of proving his 
own surviving personality. This he definitely did. 


Sir Oliver mentions four other cases from the Proceedings of somewhat similar bear- 
ing, and adduces other well known and authentic instances. He also alludes to his own 
sealed document with the S. P. R. and supplementary information given to the L. S. A., 
in view of his own death. 

He goes on to say that animated matter differs in no respect from every other kind 
of matter, except that it is alive. So when we say that life only exists in a material or- 
ganism, we ought to say that life only manifests in association with such an organism. 
We have no right to say that it is extinct. All we know is that normally it is no longer 
manifest: but the same may be said of every form of energy—in itself it is only known 
to us by its effect on material bodies. Life and mind never were functions of the ma- 
terial body, they only displayed themselves through it. 


A modern theory which seeks to provide the emancipated spirit with any kind of 
organism related to the physical world, might be ranked as a return to a modified form 
of materialism. For though, when properly understood this should emancipate us from 
materialistic bugbears, and although it wholly condemns the idea that flesh and blood 
are revivified or could inherit Eternal Life, yet popular ignorance of the Ether and of 
the certain fact that the Ether is part of the physical universe, and has definite proper- 
ties that can be experimentally ascertained may well suggest many difficulties. But re- 
cently an etheric version of such a body has been approved or at least regarded as a 
step in the right direction by some of the more thoughtful communicators from “the 
other side.” What we need in science is a working hypothesis that we can test, getting 
results we can verify until ultimately its probability becomes so great that it may be 
regarded as near certainty. 

What we have established, I consider, is the existence of a spiritual world. To 
establish personal identity is a more difficult problem. In psychical investigations we 
must insist on the necessity for care and caution in making and recording observations. 
We must be on our guard not to be deceived. Fraudulent phenomena are the devil. 


The acceptance of the evidence of a single trustworthy person as conclusive, is not 
borne out by history. Sir William Crookes made a very simple experiment: he had a 
mahogany board with one end on a table, the other end supported by a registering 
spring balance. He got D. D. Home, sitting at the table to put his fingers on the ful- 
crum of the board, sometimes with an intervening vessel of water in which the fingers 
dipped. When the time was ripe, the far end of the board went down, the scale reg- 
istering a fair amount of force. After repeating this a number of times he reportea 
the fact to the Royal Society, and invited authority to see it. But the eminent Secre- 
tary and great mathematician, Sir George Gabrial Stokes declined to witness it. In 
other words, the testimony of a good and famous experimenter about a simple though 
incredible result, entirely controlled by himself was not accepted. Nothing is likely to 
carry real conviction but the cumulative effect of first hand experience, of various kinds, 
under a great variety of circumstances. 

Much is made of the apparent element of caprice involved in the spiritistic hy- 
pothesis. As soon as we get away from mere mechanism, results are not easily formu- 
lated or predicted. The activities of an animal cannot be expressed in mathematical 
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terms, and yet animal instincts and behaviour are subject-matter for scientific investiga- 
tion. 

If we are unwilling to admit that we are spirits here and now, using material bodies 
which we have automatically constructed for the purpose, then probably any form of 
spirit hypothesis will be unwelcome and perhaps meaningless. My hypothesis is that 
after death our activities are supposed to go on much as before, but now presumably in 
space; and only when. we manage to re-establish some temporary connection with mat- 
ter are we able to make any sign or supply any demonstration, of our continued activi- 
ty. This involves the primary reality of mind in association with whatever physical 
mechanism it may find available. That in brief terms is the spiritistic hypothesis which 
I proclaim and work on. 

Part IV. 

A. changed attitude is essential to human welfare in the long run. There should 
be more harmony between ecclesiastics and politicians. At present the ecclesiastical 
method is to admit guidance by the spiritual world and adapt its language thereto, 
without any strong conviction that its confidence is justified by fact. The politicians 
pay a lip-service to this doctrine, but go their own way without making any effective ap- 
peal. There is therefore complete dislocation between ecclesiastical doctrine and its 
outcome in practical politics. 

Mind is an organising and arranging principle, sorting and ordering. When life 
and mind are absent, so that unorganised forces are dominant, operations go on, but 
they always tend to disorganisation and chaos. When life and mind operate, a reign 
of law and order begins. Wherever we see order and beauty we may know that mind 
has been at work. A mindless operation, such as often occurs in the inorganic world, 
usually results in an increase of disorder and mere random confusion. 

We have learned even in physics that there are mysterious guiding entities. We 
call them waves, or we call them w and have begun to deal with them, though we do 
not know what they are. I am inclined to speculate, and say that these things of which 
the first glimpse has been caught by recent physics may be part of the manifestation of 
life and mind, and that it is by their aid that Mind operates and guides events in the 
physical universe. This speculation may be wrong, but whether wrong or not, we may 
be certain that spiritual entities exist, and have far more to do with our actions and 
our thoughts, our hopes and our sublimer feelings, than we have yet been able to 
imagine. 

The unseen universe is a great reality, that is the region to which we really be- 


long, and to which we shall one day return. Our association with matter is only for 
a time. 


The animated particles which constitute our bodies can do many surprising things, 
can perform heroic acts, can display self-sacrifice and humane feeling and love, and 
many of our higher attributes. The soul constructs the body, and a mighty soul may 
have an influence over the body such as we ordinary folk can hardly imagine. Our be- 
lief is that there was one Personality who chose to become incarnate in matter some 
nineteen hundred years ago, for the purpose partly perhaps of acquiring experience of 
that state of existence, but mainly for the sake of helping those who thus became his 
brethren. Some of us believe, that when by the priests and orthodox people of his day, 
he was put to death with the utmost ignominy, his body was so transfused with the 
spirit which had animated it, that it dematerialised and left the tomb empty. 

Why should His tomb have been empty? Is it that he anticipated a future higher 
urade of mankind? Was his spirit so high that it not only animated the body, but 
changed it, altered the perceptible material form, so that in a literal sense he became 
he first-fruits of them that slept? Let us not be dogmatic either way. Our Master un- 
loubtedly pre-existed as the Eternal Christ, and is as living and active today as ever 
‘te was, having acquired the faculty of omnipresence and many other faculties of which 
ve have no present knowledge. He lived on earth for a short time as Jesus of Naza- 
eth, and met with that rejection and contumely which awaits all pioneers; but already 
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he has influenced and redeemed the world to an amazing extent. All the meaning and 
consequences of that Incarnation we are not likely to know from any arguments based 
on scientific procedure. We can be thankful that he has revealed to us part of the 
nature of Deity whose power and majesty are revealed by science, but who has other 
attributes of love and simplicity and affection. 

These truly human attributes of God were revealed by Christ. He and the Father 
were one in plan and intention; he was perfectly obedient to his Father’s will. He fore- 
saw that only thus could the Kingdom of Heaven arrive on earth. His prayer was, 
and it is ours too, “Thy will be done, Thy Kingdom come.” 


* * * * 


So far I have endeavoured to make an abstract of Sir Oliver Lodge’s philosophy, 
using almost entirely his own words and inserting very few of mine, mostly distinguished 
by brackets. This, I think, is as much as any ‘reviewer ‘should do, so as to give a fair 
view of the contents of the book which I hope many will read with the care and atten- 
tion that it merits. Certainly any reviewer whose knowledge of mathematics is less 
than that of the distinguished author, should not do more; but I may now, without un- 
duly infringing the bounds of modesty, add some. observations of my own. 

The ‘etheric body’ has been contemplated ever since Plotinus, and even earlier in 
Eastern and Egyptian religions. It has not been generally considered by men of sci- 
ence, because biologists have confined their attention to the material body and have dis- 
regarded the fertile field now opened to them. 

In a communication which is but one of many which I have received weekly 
through the same medium for some fifteen years, I received the information that all 
“growth” of the material body is by accretion of matter on the cells of the etheric body 
which has cellular organs like the former. In the July issue of Psychic Science I gave 
the summary of the reply of a Teacher brought by my friend on the Other Side of 
life, and repeat it here because of its connection with the book reviewed. 

“You will never understand the process of what you call ‘death’ and we call ‘birth, 
till you realise that just as your material body is composed of cells, so likewise our 
etheric bodies (which you, perhaps rightly, understand as ‘the soul’) are similarly cellu- 
lar. Every cell of every organ has its etheric counterpart. 

“When a body is formed on earth, as soon as Life is awake and functioning, the 
etheric body begins to build itself. Its function in the first place is to accrete matter 
on its primary cells. 


“Healthy lives provide the best foundations, and as I speak, you must visualize the 
earth-body and the etheric, growing on parallel lines and cell by cell; gathering very 
little from the body but gathering some, and, as you have discovered, collecting, ab- 
sorbing from the surroundings in which it finds itself; but it is attached to and part of 
the human being. It grows parallel with the material body as I said, but sometimes 
very slowly when the being is degraded: but when he or she is spiritual, cleanly and 
abstemious it develops as did Russ , very quickly; her etheric body was very fully 
developed when she came over. Lower types of men and women who have missed the 
aim and purpose of life, are born into the future life in a state of all the most miser- 
able. If it were not that some of these acted, or failed to act, from ignorance, it would 
be appalling. Mis-shapen, small and ugly, they have painfully to grow in the new 
state into what they might have been had they used their opportunities in their earth- 
lives. The etheric body may sometimes be corrupted or even deformed. 

“We use our organs much as you do, on all but excretion—that is different. All 
your actions in earth-life proceed primarily from the mind, which extends, in its de- 
gree, to body, soul, and spirit, but it is only in this last that you can have conscious con- 
tact with the Father of all. We take very little solid food: most of our sustenance is, 
as it were, in the air. Fruits, instead of rotting, disintegrate and diffuse.” 
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In all this, the one simple statement that the etheric body is cellular, offers a singu- 
larly easy solution to many of our present problems, quite in line with physical science, 
which sees the close inter-action between Matter and Energy, and also recognises that 
the one invariable product of life that we know is THE CELL. 

This solution simplifies some problems of materialisation, but seems to complicate 
others. It is open to much question, but is certainly not trivial. It does not pretend 
to be full or exact. It is liable to all the imperfections of such messages. All I claim 
for it is that I give it in the exact words in which it was given through a medium who 
has no special knowledge or interests of the kind. 

As to the life beyond, Sir Oliver says very little, but he will probably agree that 
many communications before us state that there is no money; there is duration but no 
time as we understand it; and that the released soul has the faculty of “seeing through” 
things where we see only the surfaces. 

There is no money—-therefore we have to stand on what we are, on our character. 
There is no time; therefore there is no hurry; time is known only by change of state; 
those who go over in the same fixed ideas as they held here (and many do) remain in 
the same state till they open their minds and learn. Those who use the newly devel- 
oped faculty whose beginnings we here know as ‘clairvoyance’ can see at a glance the 
real character of all whom they meet; they naturally associate with those to whom 
they are akin. The next great lesson we have to learn is unselfishness—the willingness 
to work happily without thanks or tangible reward, for others. . 

Sir Oliver’s philosophy accords with this. I have written this short article and 
placed it apart from the usual small print in which most book reviews find their place, 
hecause I hope that my necessarily very imperfect summary will induce many to buy and 
read a book which shows a true Spiritualism which can vindicate its character as a new 
light, and produce that “change of heart’ which was spoken of by Christ as the supreme 
need of Humanity, never more needed than today. 

The principle of all His teaching lay in the word with which the Master opened 
his mission—Metanoeite—-change your outlook: look to the eternal and abiding, not 
to the material and transitory, and work 

Not for fame and not for glory 
Give us for our lives’ dear story 
Give us Love and give us Peace. 











CONTINENTAL NOTES 


By Dr. GERDA WALTHER 


The January-February 1933 issue of the Revue Métapsychique contains the fol- 
lowing principal articles: 

Dr. E. Osty: “Spontaneous telepathy and experimental thought-transference”’ 
(concluded from no. 4-6, 1933). Dr. Osty starts his articles with the question, “How 
is it possible that the report of Prof. S. G. Soal in, the April-issue of the Proceed. S. 
P. R. 1932 on supernormal perception at a distance had such an extremely poor result 
compared with the experiments of other investigators, which Dr. Osty reviews in the 
first preliminary and historical part of his article? (the publications of Gurney, Meyers, 
Barett, Podmore, Flammarion, Dariex, De Vesme, Vaschide, Richet, Janet, Gibert, 
Boirac, Roux, Piéron, Lombroso, Carré, Thomson-Troland, Yones-Edgard Coover, 
Abramowski, Warcollier, Gardner Murphy, Forthuny, Woolley, Huxley—it is strange 
that not one of the German investigators, e. g. Tischner, Bruck, etc. is mentioned in this 
survey). According to Dr. Osty the poor results of the experiments of Prof. Soal are 
due to his not having taken into consideration some essential conditions which facilitate 
thought-transference or even are necessary for its occurring. Thus the agents and per- 
cipients were not in tune with each other, they did not even know each other gener- 
ally etc. All experiments seem to show, that there are nearly always certain couples of 
agents and percipients with whom thought-transference is brought about most fre- 
quently—Dr. Osty now proceeds to describe some especially conclusive experiments 
conducted with persons capable of “diapsychy” (as Boirac calls the faculty of super- 
normally perceiving the thoughts or minds of other persons). 

The first group of subjects possessing this gift deals with persons capable of grasp- 
ing the thoughts or representations upon which the agent deliberately concentrates his 
conscious mind. One of the most remarkable subjects of this kind, with whom Dr. 
Osty has conducted many experiments, is the Russian emigrant Mme. Kahl-Toukholka, 
who already as a child showed the faculty of telepathy, clairvoyance and precognition, 
several members of her maternal family as well as her mother having possessed psy- 
chic faculties. The most interesting feature of Mme. Kahl’s diapsychy however is 
the phenomenon of dermography connected with it, ie. the appearance of the dia- 
grams, letters etc. upon which the agent has concentrated as skin-markings mostly on 
her forearms or neck. E.g.: when an agent concentrated on the name “Yolande” 
there slowly appeared on her arm the letters YLANDE, the “o” did not appear, 
but there was a little space left free where it ought to have been. Dr. Osty illustrates 
this remarkable faculty with some drawings. (Cp. also Revue Métapsychique 1929, 
no. 2, pp. 124-141, and Th. Besterman: “Some modern mediums,” pp. 107-137.) The 
thoughts or representations thus obtained from others do not always appear on the 
skin of Mme. Kahl, sometimes she only says them in more or less automatic speech, 
or she describes them seeing them in a vision, or she writes them down automatically. 
She obtains the best results in hypnosis, though it is generally not applied, but in any 
case she puts herself into a special mental state resembling a very light trance. She 
can’t produce any phenomena if she does not succeed in putting herself into this state, 
and her faculty decreases very soon as she becomes tired after a few experiments at 
a time. Also it can be observed that her results are very different with different per- 
sons, some being better able to function as agents than others. (First instalment, no. 
4, 1932.) 

The second kind of diapsychic subjects contains persons capable of grasping 
thoughts, representations etc. of others without the agent at the same time being 
obliged to concentrate on the thought etc. which is to be transferred. A specially 
gifted person of this kind is the Pole Stephan Ossowiecki, who is well-known for his 
faculty of reading the contents of closed,—sometimes carefully sealed,—envelopes. 
(Cp. the famous experiment conducted by Dr. v. Schrenck-Notzing at the second In- 
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prepared by Mr. Dingwall in London.) At the first sight this seems to be a case of 
pure clairvoyance having nothing to do with diapsychy. If however Ossowiecki in a 
kind of spatial clairvoyance would see the letters etc. in the envelope folded several 
times, so that the lines of the writing or drawing are superimposed over each other. 
several times, he could not grasp anything of their meaning. Besides a self-analysis of 
Ossowiecki shows, that the first thing he does when crumpling the letter or ticket etc. 
in his hands, is that he tries to get in rapport with the person who has drawn or writ- 
ten the contents, however far away it may be. He then seems to sense that personality 
and be “transformed into it” and his thoughts at the time of writing come to Ossowiecki 
like a remembrance, and this makes him capable of saying or writing the contents of the. 
letter etc. But without getting into this rapport with the agent he cannot “get” the 
contents of the envelope or folded paper. Ossowiecki also puts himself into a very 
light and short state of trance in order to perform this. A slight trance-state seems to 
be one of the principal conditions required to bring about phenomena of diapsychy, as, 
only in this state that specific level of consciousness seems to function which is capable 
of supernormal cognition. One of the reasons for the failure of Prof. Soal’s experi- 
ments seems to be that his percipients were not capable of putting themselves into this 
specific mental state required. 

In these experiments it was a specific, selected thought or representation of the 
agent which was grasped by the percipient, although the agent did not consciously con- 
centrate upon it at the time of the experiment in the second case as in the case of Mme. 
Kahl. There are other subjects capable of grasping anything contained in the mind of 
the agent, not only a particular thought or representation especially selected for the 
experiment. These subjects are found among the persons capable of psychometry, of 
telling the character, fate, etc. of others by the hand-writing (partly at least), by hold- 
ing their hand, feeling some object belonging to them etc. Dr. Osty describes some ex- 
periments conducted with such subjects (Miss Laplace, Mme. Bataillard, Mme. “M.”, 
Forthuny). In one case during an experiment with Mme. Bataillard on June 16th 
1930 a friend of Dr. Osty living abroad whom he had not seen for ten years chanced 
to telephone to him, and Dr. Osty asked him to come to the Institut at once, which 
he promised to do. Dr. Osty then asked the subject to describe the person whose ar- 
rival was expected, which she apparently did clairvoyantly very well, describing his 
outer appearance and his character, so that all who had known him could easily recog- 
nise him. But when the man came it was found that she had described him as he was 
ten years ago (fat, “like a ball”), not as he was now, his outer appearance (after a 
long illness) and his character having changed. So apparently the description of him 
through the subject was taken from Dr. Osty’s subconscious mind. In another case Dr: 
Osty sent his secretary to the subject (Mme. M.) with a letter, telling his secretary it 
was from a mother whose son had not returned from a walk with his friends so that 
she was anxious to know where he was. Although Mlle. Galloy, the secretary, did not 
say anything about this to the medium, yet the latter immediately began to talk about 
a young man who had gone away and about the anxiety of the mother. In reality how- 
ever the envelope only contained a bibliographical note, so what the medium said was 
taken entirely from the mind of Dr. Osty’s secretary. Dr. Osty then describes some 
experiments with Pascal Forthuny, who, coming into a room, suddenly stands still be- 
fore some person and tells him something, which mostly applies to him, but sometimes 
also to another person sitting in his or her neighbourhood. This is facilitated if For- 
thuny takes the hand of the person into his own. Here too he gets quite different re- 
sults with different persons, showing that here also the same contact cannot be brought 
about with all persons. (Second instalment, no. 5, 1933.) 

Dr. Osty then describes some other cases of “clairvoyant” mediums who only pro- 
luce that which was in the subconscious minds of their interlocutors without their 
knowing it, which proved rather dangerous in some cases. Thus in some cases of lost 
objects the mediums described how these objects were stolen by persons already sus- 
nected by the interlocutor consciously or subconsciously, while sometime afterwards the 











278 CONTINENTAL NOTES 


objects were found again in places where they were not expected to be. In another 
case a detective, Mr. Bédé, was in search of a woman who had run away from) her 
husband after a quarrel. He tried to find out where she was with the help of a clair- 
voyant who gave him a track then, and another, after it had been proved false, and so 
on without any result, until finally the woman came home one day on her own account 
without the detective having been able to find her, though she had been quietly stay- 
ing with an aunt (the medium had seen her drowned, in a hospital, in the house of a 
nephew in the country etc.). All the medium had “seen” were only conscious or sub- 
conscious thoughts of the detective himself. In another case a lady went to a medium 
who told her she would marry a certain man whom she loved (who was described right 
in every detail), as his wife would die in a near future. She went to about 60 medi- 
ums (!) who, with the exception of four, told her the same thing, for ten years she 
lived in the hope that this would come true, then she died from cancer without the pre- 
dictions (which she had written down in a book) having come true. All the “clair- 
voyants” only echoed her own thoughts and hopes! This is very often the case in pre- 
dictions of marriage—In another case a man in a very disastrous state of financial af- 
fairs went to a medium, who told him a female relative of his (described properly) 
would help him and some relatives of his wife (also described properly) would die 
soon and leave him his property. In spite of Dr. Osty’s warnings after that he took 
up some loans in the expectation of the inheritance which he never got, so that he was 
entirely ruined. Here too the psychic had only echoed his own subconscious hopes. 
Dr. Osty narrates some more cases of this kind (which it would lead too far to quote 
here in detail) in order to emphasize how imperative it is to take up such predictions 
with the utmost care and not to let oneself be influenced by them. Dr. Osty then pro- 
ceeds to describe some cases, in which the predictions of the “clairvoyants” were partly 
right, but were then distorted by the thoughts they aroused in the interlocutor. Thus 
in one case the medium told the editor of a journal that his principal would die (which 
proved true though it was impossible to expect this at the time), and that he would 
then become chief himself, as the principal’s son was too young to lead the whole busi- 
ness. This proved wrong, as the son took the place of his father after all. Some other 
predictions given after this by the subject, Mlle. de Berly, however proved true again. 
Perhaps, Dr. Osty thinks, also in the predictions coming true diapsychy may be con- 
cerned, as probably some hidden level in the subconscious mind of each person knows 
his future destiny, which is then grasped by the psychic. (Third instalment, no. 6, 
1933.) 

After a survey of the conclusions obtained in the earlier instalments Dr. Osty 
proceeds to describe some cases in which no living person knew anything—as far as 
could be ascertained—about the facts (past or concerning the future) put forth by 
the clairvoyants, though they were proved to be true afterwards. Among these cases 
the exact description by Mme. Morel of the place where the corpse of an old man (who 
had gone away from home, not being in his proper mind), was to be found in a wood 
is particularly remarkable. The police had already looked for the corpse everywhere 
in vain, but succeeded in finding it by following the descriptions of the clairvoyant. Dr. 
Osty does not decide the question which was the source of this information, he only 
reviews all answers that may possibly be givenwithout taking the part of any of them 
definitely. (The spiritualist explanation, the theory of a cosmic mind etc.) Dr. Osty 
then examines some other cases from the point of view of these theories. He shows 
how the same communication (perhaps right in its principal contents) may be altered 
according to the theories of the psychic or the sitter (greatly differing sometimes with 
the same subject). Thus the medium in spiritualist surrounding may produce his super- 
normal cognitions with the introduction: “I am told...” while in animistic surround- 
ings he only says: “I see... .”. Or again it may simply describe the character of a 
(deceased) person, his behavior as witnessed by somebody else, or as an actor produce 
all these things as if it was obsessed by that person himself, the actual contents of the 
messages being about the same in both cases. The subject himself generally does not 
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know from which source he takes his supernormal knowledge (as is especially apparent 
in the famous Gordon Davis case, in which a man still alive manifested through a medi- 
um as if he were dead), nor does the person from whose (conscious or subconscious) 
mind much of the information is taken in many cases know anything about this. 

Dr. Osty then describes some cases of true precognition. The facts according to 
him have not yet proved any theory of explanation definitely to be true. What is es- 
tablished only seems to be that somewhere the memory of the lives of deceased persons 
continues to exist, but it is not proven whether this survival is that of the individual 
minds, or whether it is due to the past, present and future co-existing on some un- 
known mental plane etc. 

Dr. Osty then deals with some cases (especially some communicated by Pascal 
Forthuny) of spontaneous telepathy and phantasms of the dying. Many of these ex- 
periences show that telepathic messages taken up by the subconscious mind are com- . 
bined with representations or symbolical allegories when they enter into consciousness 
from the subconscious mind. This may also be the case with the hallucinations so 
often described in connection with phantasms of the dying. Here too Dr. Osty refrains 
from giving any definite explanation. But he expresses his belief, that what survives— 
if anything probably is not the restricted individual personality with its earthly be- 
havior, habits, interests, limited faculties etc., but a superior “ego” participating in some 
way in the powerful intelligence, not limited by time and space, which is the substratum 
of life. 

The January-February 1933 issue of the Revue Métapsychique also contains: Dr. 
med. Borrey: “The pendulum of the diviners and illness. Report of some experiments.” 
Some big towels (180 cm: 50 cm) on which the patients had been lying during several 
treatments (diathermy etc.) for some weeks (the towels being rolled up and put into 
a wooden case after each treatment), were marked with a label containing only the 
patient’s name in the place where the head of the latter used to lie. Then two diviners 
were asked to pass their pendulum across the towels spread before them, so that the 
parts of the body of the patients corresponding to the different parts of the towel could 
be told approximately. Two diviners, the Rev. Father Gayral de Sérézin and Mr. 
Bietrix, offered themselves as subjects, nobody else being present, and the experiments 
were conducted with one subject at a time, the interval between the experiments with 
each subject being 24 hours. In the four cases concerning both diviners it was interest- 
ing to note that both got about the same results which also corresponded with the ill- 
nesses known to the physician; but adding to this they discovered some other afflictions 
in 3 cases which were unknown to the physician but were afterwards found to be 
right. In an experiment conducted with Father G. de Sérézin alone, where there was 
no towel available, the diviner concentrated on a patient represented by an anatomical 
plate and obtained good results too, which seems to indicate that the results were not 
due to some radiation of the patients having penetrated the towels, but to the super- 
normal cognition of the diviners. 

Dr. E. Osty: “On divination among primitive peoples.” Quotes some interesting 
pages from Lévy-Bruhl’s famous book ‘‘La mentalité primitive” on the psychic faculties 
of primitive peoples all over the world, adding some similar reports by F. de Ramos 
concerning the Indians of Peru and by Jean Galmot about the Indians of French Guiana. 
In Peru the Indians chew coca-leaves, in Gyana they drink a liquor, the infusion of a 
certain kind of liana, in order to stimulate their psychic faculties. Dr. Osty then quotes 
some reports from the book “Les Pygmées de la foret équatoriale” by Father Trilles, 

ormerly missionary, now professor at the Institut Catholique of Paris, dealing with di- 
vination among the Pygmaei. The divination of facts concerning the clan are here 
reserved to the chief, while the fate of the individual is divined by himself or some 
pecially gifted person. Crystal-gazing (= a magic mirror) and astragalomancy are in 
ise. The Pygmaei don’t always believe the spirits of the deceased to manifest as do 
the other tribes surrounding them. 
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280 CONTINENTAL NOTES 


The October-November-issue 1932 of the “Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie” con- 
tains the following principal articles: 

Dr. P. A. Dietz: “The controversy about psychical research.” It was of greatest 
importance in the history of psychical research, when the Dutch University of Leiden 
officially appointed Dr. Dietz as lecturer for psychical research. When he held his 
inaugural lecture on October 20th 1932 the “Little Auditorium” was so crowded that 
it had to take place in the “Auditorium Maximum,” which was filled to the last place. 
And now Dr. Dietz has 150 hearers in his college on psychical research. (Already be- 
fore the appointment of Dr. Dietz Dr. Tenhaeff has lectured on psychical research at 
the University of Utrecht, though he is not especially appointed as lecturer for this do- 
main—Dr. Dietz is in fact the first official lecturer of this kind on the entire continent.) 
The above article is the inaugural lecture of Dr. Dietz. He begins with a historical 
review of the development of the investigation of psychic phenomena, which lead to 
the foundation of the S. P. R. in England and of similar societies in other countries. 
He then enters upon the difficulties and oppositions of all kinds which this new science 
has to fight. First it was treated with contempt and made fun of, then people shrug- 
ged their shoulders at it, then psychic researchers were abused by “psychological” in- 
vestigations of their mental state (Moll), then an ardent strife for the acknowledgment 
of the different kinds of phenomena set in, which at least had the good side of render- 
ing the methods of control and investigation constantly more stringent and conclusive. 
One kind of phenomena after the other had to be acknowledged as being established by 
its adversaries, so A. Lehmann had to admit the existence of telepathy, Heuzé that of a 
great deal of mental phenomena. The same as in other sciences a “moral certainty” 
speaks for the existence of psychic phenomena. Another kind of adversaries, which 
will probably play a great part in future, consists of philosophers, who have already 
laid down a definite philosophical system in which there is no room for psychical phe- 
nomena. If they can no longer deny their existence, they will try to push them aside 
as abnormalities not worth investigation. Against this Dr. Dietz refers to the great im- 
portance of psychical phenomena for natural history, biology (the problem of mind and 
matter), medicine, history (especially that of religions) psychology (of the individual 
and of masses), ethnology, gnoseology (supernormal cognition and its certainty), psy- 
choanalysis etc.—On the other side psychical research equally has to fight against vul- 
gar spiritualism, which fosters credulity, rage for miracles, and fraudulent mediums. 
Psychical research has to fight against this as much as against scepticism on the other 
side, although of course the spiritualist hypothesis as such, apart from these practices, 
must be admitted as a possible explanation of some phenomena as well as the animisti- 
cal theory. 

J. J. Poortman: “Some remarks concerning the insertion of neo-vitalism into 
philosophy.” Deals with the problem of causality and its universal application— 
especially in biology. Neo-vitalism does not necessarily annul causality; it only intro- 
duces new factors (e.g. the entelechy) and opens the path for a new investigation of 
the interaction between body and mind. 

Dr. W. H. C. Tenhaeff : ““Magics in Tibet” concludes his extract from and review 
of the book of Mrs. Alexandra David-Neel. 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
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